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As part of an ongeing effort to aid citizens in making informed
Congressional endorsements, dassachusetts Folitical Action for
Peace and Citizens for Participation Folitics have clrculated a
questionnaire to all declared candidates for the Fifth District
Congressional seat. All responses received by 2pm, June 21 are
included in this complilation.

Updated versions of this compilation will be distributed as further
responses are received.,
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CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE

Name, Address, Business Address, Fhone.

FPlease state briefly:
~~your occcupation sné your politicasl and educational background
‘=~your sources of political and financial support
-=your principal assets and weaknesses as a candidate

The Committee would like a brief description of your views on the
following issues: :

VIETNAM WAR AND MILITARY SPENDING
1. What steps would you like to see the U.S. government take to
end the war in Vietnam?

2. If the U.S. military forces are still in Vietnam in 1973,
would you vote asgainst appropriations for: 1) a U.S. residual
ground force; 2) the Air War; 3) military aid and "supportive
asgistance” to the gzovernments of South Vietnam, Cambodia
and Laos? %

3. What is your attitude toward amnesty as 1t relates to the
- Vietnan Var? ‘

4, Do you favor continuing the Draft in its present form? ...
in some othey form? Do you prafer s volunteer army.

5 . If the War should continue, would you support an end-the-war
filibuster?

" 6. By what starnfards do you judge whether the U.S. should
grant milivary aid to specific countries. Are there any
countries which should not receive mllitary aid.

ECONONMY
7» What proposals do you have for increasing job opportunities
in thils district without resorting to additional defense and
defense related contracts?

8. How would you define an adeguate full-employment policy for
the Federal Government.

9. What changes in the Federal tax structure do you favor?
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CIVIL LIBERTIES

10.

11.

How would you as a Hepresentative impose stricter controls
on the CIA? ,..the FBI?

Do you feel that the Federal government is adeguately
concerned with protecting the rights of defendants? FPlease
comment on no-knock arrests, preventive detention, and
wiretapping in your reply.

SO0CIAL WELFARE

12.

13.

14,
15.

16.
17.
18.

19.

What role should the federal Government take in the provision
of medical care?

What steps should the Federal Government take to'break the
vicious cycle which locks increasing numbers of the poor and
minority group members in inadequate housing in the cities?

How would you promote quality education in inner-city schools?

Do you favor a guaranteed annual income (NWRO standards of
#6500 per family of four)? If not, what alternative plan
do you suggest?

What type of drug rehabilitation program do you favor?
What 1s your attitude toward the abortion laws?

Please comment on Federal transportation priorities in relation
to problems inside the Fifth district. Should there be

greater or less emphasis on highways, rallroads, eirports, or
municlipal mass transit?

What specific stens would you take to resolve the environ-
mental problems of the Fifth District? Comment specifically
on air and water pollution in the Merrimac Valley and about
auto emissions, .



5 JOoHN KERRY

Home: 1285 Lawrence St., Lowell, Mass

Business: 58 Central St., Lowell, Mass (459“23?63

Occupation: Legislative advocate for Veteran's Affalrs

Education: Yale and New Schocl for Social Eesearch

Political Background: Campaign work.for John and Ted Kennedy;
Mississippl Voter Registration Drive (1963), co-Chairman Drinan for
Congress (1970).

Sources of Political and Financial Suppéft: Libvberal areas of the Fifth

District and from other individuals across the country who are irtereste.

in peace and progressive government. The Kerry Federal Campaign
Contributions Report (June 10) is available from the Massachusetts
State House or from the campaign office, .

Assets: Because of my experience with the drafting and advocating of
Veteran's legislation, I believe that I can serve in the Congress as
the most effective spollesman for the Fifth Massachusetts District,

Weaknesses: The fact that I have not held elective office might be
interpreted as a kind of disadvantage, although I do not share that
view. :

1. STEPS TO END THE WAR: Pirst set a date for the final and total
withdrawal of all American forces, Second, declare a unilateral
cease fire, Third, withdraw all forces. Fourth, arrange POW
exchange after hostilities cease and date set, Fifth, allow for
the formation ¢of & coalitlon government with international
supervision of elections,

2. OPPOSE APPROPRIATIONS FOR: RESIDUAL GROUND FORCE: Yes; THE AIR
WAR: Yes; SUPFUITIVE ASSISTANCE: Yes.

3., AMNESTY: Deserters from the Armed Forces should be brought before
a civilian review board for disposition. All others should be
granted amnesty without conditions.
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4, THE DRAFT: I am opposed in princirple to the concept of a draft.

- But I am opposed also to a volunteer army which given present

conditions in this country iz, I think, a greater anathema, I _
am convinced a vclunteer army would be an army of the poor and the
*black and the brown, We mpust not repeat the travesty of the .

"inequities present during Vietnam. I also fear having a profession;,

‘a2l army that views the pe*pgtuation of war crimes as simply “doing
&lts job", T Equally &g important, & volunteer army, with our = .
present ‘Constitutional Crisis takes accountalbility away from the
President and puts the people further from control aver military

activities.

5., END-THE-WAR FILIBUSTER The fillibuster is not used or allowed in

' the House of Hepresentatives. As a Member of Congress, however,
I shall endeavor to use every parliamentary maneuver posslible to
delay the normal business of the House in order to end this war and
I would totally support and urge the Senate to filibuster.
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MILITARY AID: BHeciplents of military aid should be governments |
reasonably reprasentaiive of th: pecrle. Such governnents must oy
not use military azsistance to reprecs their own people, and must \f
utilize arms and equipment strictly to éeter externally-induced
aggsression. Selections should also be based on mutual defense
agreements recently concluded, and those agreements must be cle&rly
drawn and defined, Given present conditions in present-day govern-
ments there clearly are countries which should not recelve military
aid. I would include on such a 1list the countries of Greece,
Spain, Dominican Republic, South Vietnam and any other country that
uses its military forces to suppress their civilian populations

as well as those countries which clearly have no external threat
and do not need to arm. i

JOB OPPORTUNITIES: Both short and long-term measures are necessary, ;
In the short run, the Federal Government must become the employer é
of last resort; it must also in the short run tailor its Department

of Labor retraining programs to supply workers for real job slots

in the econony. There are countless numbers of areas for job
oppertunities -- firemen aides; policeman aldes; health care;

delivery systeus, etc. The government must be prepared to see it

can guarantee every person a job. The Federal Government can also

begin to use its monetary and fiscal tools to encourage and foster

small non-defense-related industries in the District. (Mr, Nixon's
policies favor large business, practices make 1% almest impossible

to start up a new venture.) We can also move on the local level

to upgrade and rehabilitate the riverfront environment and the

canal systems to encourage tourism, beautification, and clean
industrialization. A similar project was most successful under the
Depression WPA program in the state of Ohio.

One propesal we have been studying holds some promise and merits
local attention., It advocates the creation of a non-profit
Industrial /Community Development Corporation, supervised by a
citizens'board of directors. The Corporation would be empowered
to borrow $10 rillion from banks within the District and to approach
the Small Business Administration for loan guarantees. In turn, the
Corporation would relcan the money in amounts up to 100,000 to . -+
small, civilian-oriented, high technology companies. Part of
the Corporation's loan principle would be used to reduce interest
rates, part of it would be used to fund a central asdministrative and
marketing group which would service the small companies, In many
ways, this proposed Corporation looks like a large gusiness conglom-
erate, having central support services and a diversified product
line,

Fundamentally, we are talking about the issue of economic
conversion, frcm a war/defense footing to one of peace and human
needs. The old dependables, textiles, shoeg, and the myriad defense
contracts, are relisble no more, A broader, more diversified, more
stable economic base, dependent on advancing technology and general
consumer demand, 1s absolutely essential to the economic recovery
of the area. Whether we adopt the Industrial,/Community Development
Corporation, or some other plan, this District must clearly
diversify and convert, or it will atrephy.

R and D grants now oriented towards defense products can be
given to indlviduals to return to Universities and gain expertise
in areas of specific or general knowledge. We rneed a "G I Billn
for scilentlists and engineers, etc,
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JOB OPPORTUNITES (continued) Then with allocation of defense
spending into new grecs and new markcis--Jjobs can be transferred--
1.e.: to recycliing risuts--solid weste dicposal--modular housing,
etc--mass transportation. The mest important ingredient is that
the federal government re-allocate appropriations in order to

get the '"new markets" moving.

FULL EWPLOYMENT POLICY: The Fecdersl Government must be committed
to insuring work for all who want it, by becoming the employer of
last resort.  Although we cannot expect 0% unemployment (because of
temporary layoffs, job gwitching, and skills obsolescence) the
government can guarantee that unemployment be limited only to those
in trensition between jobs, or to those unable to work by reason of
health. Just as important, however, is the quality of avalilable
work and the amount of compensation for that work, A full employ-
ment statistical picture is an empty image if wages are intolerably
low for the marginally skilled, or if working condltions are little
better than sweatshops. Using the present laws, the government
can use fiscal and monetary tools to induce investment and entrpen-
eurship, community development, and technological innovation--all
measures that would contribute to a high employment economy noct
dependent upon elusive federal defense contracts,

FEDERAL TAX STHUCTURE:

Individusl A minimum tax system to be based on minimum rate on
on & revised schedule., Hates to be based on total taxation--
including FICA, property and sales tax. (These could be credits
agzainst taxes, not against taxable income,.,) This minimum tax
would apply to all sources of income, with possible special trest-
ment of capital gains and municipal bond interest, and to those
with an income over $50,000 (about 1% of taxpayers). The important
thing is to create what was originally intended--a true graduated
progressive tax system, under which the incentive to work harder
end to earyn mors always exists, bubt which deoesn't allow certain
individuals to escape from paylng thelr fair share of the burden.

Corporate Al:chough since 1960, the last year of the Eilsenhower
administration, che corporate tax rate has only declined from 52%
to L8%, the bass ¢f earnings of corporations which is taxed has
steadily shrunk. That is, throuzh specisl azllowances such as
accelerated depreciation and the invesiment tax credit, much of
corporate income has been placed in the non-taxable category., This
has had the eifect, without the appearance, of a massive corporate
tex cut, As = result, the corporats chare of the tax burdem, during
twenty years of unprecedented corporate prosperity has declined.
Heedless to add, it is the individual who has borne the increased
turden., Thus, the policy should be to examine closely each
corporate speclizl allowance, such as percentage depletion, fast
depreciation, and the investment tax credit to see whether it
should be abolished or phased out., We must recognize the inter-
dependence of corporate good health and that of the general economy,
but if econonic conditions demand, & corporate tax cut should take
the honest form of an actual rate cut, not the imposition of back
door devices which are used partially because they are too complicater
to be understocd by the average citizen. '

Estate I advocate use of Senator FMcGovern's principle of taxing
the receiver of a bequest, not the estate, (This will promote the
dispersal of huge fortunes.) The rates should be ralsed on amounts
above $250,000, but not so much as to impair the ability of anyone






