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After the appointment of Alvin Cawmpbell as administrator of the
Morrisonville Parish was terminated by me, I sent him at diocesan
expense to the Servants of the Paraclete, Jemez Springs, New Mexico,
for therapy. He remained there until the time of his trial,
sentencing, and eventual incarcervration.

The circumstances which led to Alvin Campbell's separation from

chaplaincy in the United States Army are described in the 53’7
documentation enclosed. Sexual misconduct with minor boys occasioned

his leaves of absence subsequent to his return to the Dioccese after his
chaplaincy. My predecessor, Bishop Joseph A. McNicholas, provided some
psychiatric therapy for Alvin Campbell, but it was not effective in
preventing activity on his part which led to his arrest in 1985,

1 am unable to assess the level of compunction of Alvin Campbell., As
I have indicated, he is unwilling to participate in any process of
dispensation or any tribunal activity which would lead to his
separation from the priestly state.

His life as a priest had an aspect of isolation from priestly and
adult supportive relationships.

Recently I visited Alvin Campbell in the Logan Correctional Facility,
where he is incarcerated. I asked him to prepare a petition for
dispensation, but frankly told him that I could not require him to do
so. I spoke to him of the possibility of my seeking through the
diocesan tribunal his dismissal from thé clerical state. At that time
he indicated to me that he had given much prayer, thought, and counsel
to the matter, and would not cooperate with either dispensation or
tribunal procedure. He recognized, however, that I might need to take
certain actions as a result of my own prayer, study, and counsel.

Great notoriety has attended Alvin Campbell's arrest, sentencing, and
imprisonment. His criminal activity and the civil suits attendant upon
it have been highly publicized in newspaper, television, radio, and
common conversation. Because of these civil suits and others following
upon similar activity on the part of Walter Weerts, to whom the Holy
Father recently granted a dispernsation from the clerical state, (CDF #
342/88s) the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois has had to pay in
damages, legal fees, and other claims, more than one million five
hundred thousand dollars to date. 1In fact, all of the claims have not
been settled.

Your Eminence, 1 believe that my predecessor, Bishop Joseph A.
McNicholas, who died in 1983, and whom I succeeded as Bishop of
Springfield in Illinois in 1984, sincerely tried to address the
problems exhibited by Alvin Campbell, but the solutions which Bishop
McNicholas proposed and supported were not effective in stopping the
repetition by Alvin Campbell of wrongful behavior of a sexual nature
against minor persons.

1 genuinely fear the impact upon the pastoral condition of the Diocese
from a tribunal process in this instance. My fear comes from the
certain expectation that wider notoriety will result from such




action. Furthermore, such notoriety will have a negative impact

upon the morale of the clergy, religious, and laity of our

diocese and nation, already much wounded by similar instances in our
recent history. 1 fear the infliction of further pain upon the victims
of his criminal activity and their families, certainly to occur in the
event of such notoriety or the necessity of their participation in the
tribunal process. Such process, in any event, would have to take place
without his cooperation, since he has already put me on notice of his
unwillingness- to participate. In summary, I fear that the Diocese will
suffer further pastorally and in public relations, to say nothing of
greater financial damage, if I proceed in the tribunal with or without
Alvin's cooperation.

I indicated to Alvin Campbell that I am willing to provide him, upon
release from prison, with medical, financial, and pastoral support as
he would proceed to adjust himself to life outside prison. He told me
that he has no need of medical or financial support, since he has a
pension from the United States Army, which would provide him with both
medical and financial support. He is currently serving a sentence of
imprisonment of fourteen years. If he continues good conduct, he will
be eligible for parole in 1992.

Your Eminence, I shall be most grateful for your pastoral solicitude in
obtaining as soon as possible from our Holy Father, Pope John Paul 11,
an indult of laicization for Alvin Louis Campbell.

With sincere thanks and best wishes, I am

Respectfully yours in Christ,

The Most Reverend Daniel L. Ryan .
Bishop of Springfield in Illinois

encls.
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four Excellency:

i This Congregation is in receipt of your letter with
iits several enclosures relative to the petition you ha-
ve made in behalf of the Reverend Alvin Louis Campbell,
i priest of your Diccese,that he might be dispensed from
the obligations of priestly ordination.

. In reply,this Dicastery has to advise Your Excellency
that the petition in question cannot be admitted in as
much as it lacks the request of Father Campbell himself
which is called for by the current norms.

i To exclude the Diocese from responsibility for this
priest,you can proceed in accordance with the norms of
Canon Law which includes the delict of pederasty among
those which are subject to particular penal sanctions
not excluding being returned to the lay state.

It is considered opinion of some that,after the appli-
catlon of such a definitive penalty,the consequences of
any further criminal behavior on the part of Reverend
fampbell would not e imputed to the Diocese.
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With best regards and all good wishes,I am

Sincerely yours in Christ

Pk G dooi g

OB

it Most Reverend Daniel L. Ryan
- Bishop of
i Springfield in Illinois 58‘..‘
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